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Introduction

The aim of this book is to analyze the activity of the Methodist Church in Poland
in the conditions of the antireligious — towards both the largest, Roman Catholic,
church and minority communities — politics of the communist party and state
apparatus. The problem is presented through the prism of religious politics in
the Cold War context. Institutional subjects of consideration are centers of state
power implementing religious policy towards Methodists, and the religious asso-
ciation known until 1952 as the Methodist Church in the Republic of Poland,
and from 1952 to 1989 as the Methodist Church in the Polish People’s Republic.
The non-institutional subjects of study are personal decision-makers of religious
policy and the people forming a methodological ecclesial community. The “reli-
gious policy of the state” is understood in this book as a set of conceptual, pro-
grammatic, operational and executive activities undertaken by complex entities
of party and state power in relation to entities representing and creating religious
life (religious associations and people).' Religious policy very often determines
the functioning of religious communities — in a universal and timeless dimen-
sion. Therefore, it was necessary to develop an extensive theoretical description
of this phenomenon in the chapter preceding the studies on Methodism itself. The
topic also required consideration of the ideological basis of religious policy in
communist-type regimes.

The main research problem of the book is to determine the scale of the impact
of religious policy and its specific solutions on the situation of the Methodist
Church. The key research questions can be formulated as follows:

e  What was the nature of the religious policy of the Polish state towards the
Methodist Church?

e Was it a clearly defined and consistently implemented policy throughout the
entire period of the People’s Republic of Poland?

e  Which centers of power had the greatest influence on religious policy towards
Methodists?

e Was the policy of the authorities towards the Methodist Church based on
unique assumptions and plans in comparison with the policy towards other
religious associations?

DOI: 10.4324/9781003187417-101



2 Introduction

e  Was religious policy the main phenomenon determining the functioning of
the Methodist Church?

e  What other factors, apart from religious policy, influenced the functioning of
the Methodist Church — its successes and crises?

The periodization of religious policy towards the Methodist Church proposed in
the book assumes — on the basis of a hypothesis verified during the research — its
complexity and the multiplicity of stages. The study takes into account the years
1945-1989, however, it has a primarily thematic, rather than a chronological,
structure. Contextual discussion outlines methodological doctrine and selected
issues from the history of the Methodist Church in Poland. Therefore, there are
references here to the organizational issues of Polish Methodism (also before
1945) and to the directions and manifestations of the greatest missionary activity
of Methodists. An attempt is also made to indicate the most important people in
the recent history of this church, using representative examples judged according
to qualitative criteria. Since Methodists performed the most important functions
in the Polish Ecumenical Council (in the 1970s and 1980s), the final part of the
book also refers to issues related to that organization.

Exploring the detailed areas of religious policy of the People’s Republic of
Poland, including the policy towards Methodists, is possible due to the increased
availability of archival materials. Until recently, researchers based their conclu-
sions on relations between state authorities and Methodists, mainly on the basis
of documentation prepared in the Office for Religious Affairs (UdSW) and made
available in the Central Archives of Modern Records in Warsaw (AAN), as well
as documentation of Voivodeship Offices (UW) and Presidiums of Voivodeship
National Councils (PWRN), available in regional state archives. Currently,
the increasing availability of materials produced by the special services of the
People’s Republic of Poland and made available in the Archive of the Institute of
National Remembrance (AIPN) provides an opportunity to deepen knowledge.
Apart from the indicated archives, the book also draws on materials published in
the journal Pielgrzym Polski (Polish Pilgrim) and memoirs. Studies on the history
of Methodism in Poland after 1945 have been conducted by individual research-
ers, among whom the most important work was published by the Krakow scholar
Professor Kazimierz Urban.? Also worth mentioning is the book of popular science
by Janusz Borowiak.? For contextual analysis, studies devoted to the religious pol-
icy towards other minority religious communities were important.* Among them,
the most significant work is a monumental monograph by Professor Stefan Dudra
on state policy towards the Polish Autocephalous Orthodox Church.” It is also
worth mentioning the studies by professors Olgierd Kiec,® Jarostaw Ktaczkow’
and Grzegorz Jasinski® on the Evangelical-Augsburg Church. The systematization
of knowledge contained in these and other studies — contained in bibliography —
was an important element in the processes of analysis and inference. This also
applies to studies treating the theory of relations between religion and politics.’
The book is also a summary of my more than 20 years of research on Polish
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Methodism, and more broadly on religious minorities. I was directly encouraged
to prepare a monograph by the great interest and positive reactions sparked by my
article on relations between the Polish communist authorities and the Methodist
Church during the Stalinist period (1945-1956), which was published in 2018 in
Review of Nationalities."’ The theses and formulations which I included in the
article are significantly expanded and enriched in this book with findings concern-
ing subsequent decades of the People’s Republic of Poland.

The book is addressed to political scientists (primarily researchers of religious
policy), historians (mainly researchers of state—Church relations) and religiolo-
gists (researchers of political determinants of religious phenomena). The book is
also addressed to Methodist confessional environments in Poland, Great Britain
and the United States, from which countries this Protestant denomination origi-
nated, and whose citizens formed Church leadership in Poland for many years. A
special circumstance justifying the creation of this publication is the centenary of
Methodism in Poland.

Zielona Gora, 15 August 2020
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